
TAX HATER SAMUEL ADAMS, ON A ROLL
 AND ARMED TO THE TEETH, AUGUST,
1776…..

"You darkeners of counsel, who would make the
property, lives, and religion of millions depend on
the evasive interpretations of musty parchments;
who would send us to antiquated charters of un-
certain and contradictory meaning, to prove that
the present generation are not bound to be victims
to cruel and unforgiving despotism, tell us whether
our pious and generous ancestors bequeathed to us
the miserable privilege of having the rewards of
our honesty, industry, the fruits of those fields
which they purchased and bled for, wrested from
us at the will of men over whom we have no
check.

"Contemplate the mangled bodies of your country-
men, and then say, What should be the reward of
such sacrifices?  Bid us and our posterity bow the
knee, and supplicate the friendship, and plough,
and sow, and reap, to glut the avarice of the men
who have let loose on us the dogs of war to riot in
our blood and hunt us from the face of the earth?

    If you love wealth better than liberty,

 the tranquility of servitude better than the animat-
ing contest of freedom – then go from us in peace.
    We ask not your counsels nor your arms.
Crouch down and lick the hands which feed you.
May your chains sit lightly upon you, and may
posterity forget that you were our countrymen.

“Courage, then, my countrymen, our contest is not
only whether we ourselves shall be free, but
whether there shall be left to mankind an asylum
on earth for civil and religious liberty.  Dismiss-
ing, therefore, the justice of our cause, as incon-
testable, the only question is, What is best for us to
pursue in our present circumstances?”

“It does not take a majority to prevail..-but rather
an irate, tireless minority, keen on setting
brushfires of freedom in the minds of men.”

“Among the natural rights of the colonists are
these: first a right to life, secondly to liberty, and
thirdly to property; together with the right to de-
fend them in the best manner they can.”

“The Constitution shall never be construed… to
prevent the people of the United States who are
peaceable citizens from keeping their own arms.”


