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 Many on the Right were euphoric that the
Republicans thrashed the Democrats in the
elections earlier this month, expanding their
presence in the House of Representatives
while recapturing the Senate with a wide (and
still growing) margin. Yet, in a move that
seems to have been calculated to burst every-
one's bubbles, John McCain came out last
week during an interview with the left-wing
web magazine Salon and promised that the
incoming GOP senators wouldn't be "Ted
Cruz types."Of course, the collective re-
sponse of the majority of Americans who
came out and voted on November 4 was to
ask, "Say what??"

 Yet, this is so typically, typically John Mc-
Cain. Clueless. Tone deaf. Out of touch.
Living in a self-reinforcing bubble of media
and lobbyist-fed backpatting that insulates
him from the real world. This is pretty much
the only way to explain his comment. The
voters went to the polls because they were
tired of business as usual, because they were
tired of the antics of the permanent Washing-
ton class that continues to ignore the will of
the people. We voted to end this business as
usual from the Democrats – but we didn't put
the Republicans in power just so they could
have their turn at the trough.
 Thankfully – and contrary to McCain's as-
sertion – not all of the newly-elected Republi-
cans are going to fit into the GOP-E mold that
Open Borders Johnnie hopes they will. Tea
Party conservatives actually made gains in

the House (replacing many establishment-
type Republicans who either retired or moved
on in their political careers). Several of the
new Senators – Joni Ernst, Ben Sasse, Tom
Cotton – look like they will be quite a bit more
like Cruz and less like McCain.

 Yet, as impotent as McCain's bare asser-
tion might be, we ought to find it instructive
because it helps to show us just why the GOP
establishment is as dangerous to the liberty
and prosperity of the American people as the
Democrats are. What is it about John McCain,
Lindsey Graham, Jeb Bush, Mitch McConnell,
John Boehner, Haley Barbour, Reince Prie-
bus, and the rest of the Class III backstabbing
Republicans that makes them the way they
are? WHY are they so seemingly clueless and
tin-eared?

I think there are three general reasons:
 First, the reason they SEEM so completely
and utterly out of touch with what main street
America, the "real world," thinks, wants, and
needs is because they ARE out of touch with
us. Beltway-itis is a real thing. When many
politicians get inside that beltway, into those
halls of power with all of the lobbyists and the
staffers and the journalists and the rest of the
political players, they lose touch with those
who sent them there in the first place. Pleas-
ing their peers is what's important to them,
and the way they please their peers is by not
rocking the boat.
Washington insiders are comfortable with the
way things are. The last thing they want is for
Tea Party "yahoos" and "wacko birds" to
come in and upset things.
 Simply put, the priorities of the establish-
ment types are NOT the priorities of the vot-



ers. That's why even though over 70% of the
country (including large pluralities of Latinos)
opposes amnesty and "comprehensive immi-
gration reform" that doesn't involve getting
control of the borders, the elected Republican
establishment types join the Democrats in
being completely on board with these things.

 The Democrats do so because they think
it'll give them millions of new Democrat voters.
The Republicans do so because the chamber
of commerce types want cheap labor that
won't be as likely to demand benefits and fair
treatment. Either way, insiders from both par-
ties are simply pursuing their own priorities,
not those of the people of this country. Which
would be fine, if they were purely private citi-
zens. But they're not. They are public ser-
vants, elected to enact OUR priorities and
desires instead of their own.

 Second, and as a consequence of the first,
this political "elite" takes on a life of its own and
begins to exist solely for its own perpetuation.
That's why politicians from both parties strive
to engineer the electoral process to be as
incumbent-friendly as it possibly can be. That's
why the American people can be nearly unan-
imous in decrying the antics of our elected
officials...and yet re-elect them every two
years with a better than 90% retention rate.
They engineer the primaries to keep them-
selves and their kind in office, and essentially
dare the people, "Who else ya gonna vote
for?" That's why it's such big news when an
establishment schlub like Eric Cantor is over-
thrown by a genuine conservative like Dave
Brat – it happens so rarely it's almost like its
"Weird News of the Week" type stuff, such an
astounding proposition you can't help but click
just to see what it's all about.

 But this goes beyond jerry-rigging the rules
in their favor. Republican establishment types
are just as likely as Democrats to support any
and all measures that will transfer political and
economic power from the people and the
states and concentrate it in Washington. While
the Democrats and the GOP-E may appear
superficially to differ in some details, when the
rubber meets the road, these Republicans will
be just as willing to take away YOUR liberty so
that they can buy votes or grandstand on an
issue as any Democrat.
 Think about it. The "elite" from both parties
support the War on (Some) Drugs that has
served only to expand the police powers of the
state. The "elite" in neither party has any seri-
ous plans to do anything about the out-of-con-
trol IRS, or to investigate the death of our
personnel at Benghazi, or to rein in the uncon-
stitutional spying done by the NSA. The GOP
establishment isn't any more interested in gen-
uine repeal of ObamaCare than are the Dem-
ocrats. Our liberty must be sacrificed at the
altar of their political power and influence. Is
there any area of life in America where the
Republicans have had a serious, positive
impact in expanding, rather than contracting,
liberty for the American people?

 The third reason, which is a result of this
second, is that the GOP establishment, like
the Democrats, seeks to limit and circumscribe
the range of "polite" discourse and what is
"acceptable" to say in the public square, so as
to nullify ideas which seek to promote and
maintain liberty over and against overbearing
government tyranny.
 For example, take the furor that erupted
back during the recent campaign when Joni
Ernst suggested that the 2nd amendment
exists to allow the people to defend them-



selves from the government. Democrats and
establishment GOPers were equally aghast.
How dare she say something so radical and
wacko! Nobody who knows anything would
ever suggest something like that!

 Except that if you bothered to even do a
cursory search of what the Founders – the
people who wrote the Constitution – said
about the purpose of an armed populace, you
would see that they uniformly agreed with
Senator-elect Ernst. There's nothing "wild" or
"radical" or "crazy" about asserting the fact
that the 2nd amendment exists so that We the
People can keep our own government in line.
Indeed, keeping our own government in line is
a fundamental necessity for a free, liberty-ori-
ented society.
 But when you're a GOP establishment elit-
ist whose whole life is wrapped up with work-
ing deals and concentrating power into the
hands of yourself and your political class, the
last thing you want is the "little people" having
guns and thinking they have the right to
remove you from office if you are getting out of
control.
 So to prevent ideas like this from spread-
ing, the political class – Republicans and Dem-
ocrats alike – use the media and the force of
government to draw lines, inside of which are
things that you "can" say and outside of which
are things you "can't."
 There are a whole lot of things in the
"outside" that you aren't supposed to talk
about. Nullification of unconstitutional laws by
the states? Nope, what are you, some kind of
crazy militia member? Jury nullification? The
political class has actually had people arrested
for talking about it on public streets outside of
courthouses. Protesting BLM land grabs? You

might just get a SWAT team pointing high-
powered rifles at your head. On and on it goes.

 The thing to keep in mind and which I'm
trying to emphasize here is that this isn't just a
Democrat thing. There are a barrel full of Re-
publicans who are just as clueless and out of
touch, who are just as power-grubbing and
liberty-hating, who want just as much to ban
the expression of certain ideas from public
discourse as ANY Democrat out there.
 Most of us, I believe, intuitively understand
that the whole "Republican versus Democrat"
dichotomy is a red herring. Instead, it is a
"political elite versus regular Americans" mat-
ter. This whole "rah rah for OUR team" non-
sense is just designed to distract from the real
issues. We want our freedom, they want to
take it away. We want to live our lives in
peace, they want to tax, regulate, and legislate
us into submission.
 The Democrat party is pretty much com-
pletely gone, from a liberty perspective. The
Republicans are well on their way, though
obviously it is still possible to get some liberty-
loving people elected under that label. But
expect that the McConnells and Boehners and
McCains will do everything they can to limit the
influence and impact of the liberty lovers in
that party.
 At this point, despite the recent "wave"
election and electoral success of the GOP, it
may still be time for the Republican Party to be
put out to pasture, with a new, genuinely con-
servative, liberty-oriented party taking its
place. Regardless, it definitely is time for those
of us who love liberty to start pushing back
against the self-proclaimed "elite" and de-
manding our freedom, even if they don't want
to accede it to us.


